Multicentric anaplastic astrocytoma in a child.
We report a rare case of anaplastic astrocytoma with multicentric central nervous system lesions in a 10-year-old girl presenting with a 1-month history of progressive headache and paraparesis. Neurological examination upon admission revealed papilloedema of both eyes and grade 2/5 weakness of both legs. Cranial and spinal magnetic resonance imaging revealed multiple tumour foci within the suprasellar region, cerebellar hemisphere, cervical and thoracic cords. After an uneventful laminectomy and excision of the tumour at the T8-9 level, a significant improvement of motor function was observed. The histological diagnosis was anaplastic astrocytoma based on the WHO classification. The patient received postoperative radiotherapy and chemotherapy, and was able to walk with the aid of auxiliary crutches. Despite being an uncommon disease in children and being associated with an unfavourable long-term outcome, early diagnosis and appropriate management of this condition may contribute to reduced patient morbidity.